
Alive West Norfolk announces reopening 

Alive West Norfolk have announced their reopening arrangements, now that the 
government has lifted restrictions. Behind the scenes they have been working hard to get 
ready for the reopening.  The press release gives full details of what will be open and any 
booking arrangements. 
https://www.west-norfolk.gov.uk/news/article/830/re-
opening_date_confirmed_for_alive_west_norfolk_leisure_centres 

  
Annual Canvass  
The annual canvass is already underway, and over 2500 responses were received soon after 
the campaign was launched. You can find out more information in the press release:  
https://www.west-norfolk.gov.uk/news/article/832/annual_canvass_2020 

  
Business and discretionary grants 

This week we have paid 5 business grants totalling £65,000.  That takes our total to 3,274 
grants totalling £37,975,000. 
  
We have also paid 2 discretionary grants totalling £12,000, taking our total to 91 grants for 
£568,500. 
  
Round 2 of the Discretionary Grants is now open at https://www.west-
norfolk.gov.uk/discretionarygrant and will close at 9am on 6 August 2020. The policy for 
Discretionary Grants has been updated and now includes organisations supporting children 
and young people, church halls and wedding suppliers who directly supply the general 
public. If you are aware of any such organisations in your area, please do pass on this 
information and encourage them to claim via our website, using the link above.  
  
The government has announced that all the Business Grant schemes will close on 28 August 
2020. This means that any applications for the Small Business Grant or the Retail, Hospitality 
and Leisure Grant must be made by this date.  Local authorities will also not be able to pay 
any further Discretionary Grants after this date. 

  
Anyone can check if they qualify for the Small Business Grant or the Retail, Hospitality and 
Leisure Grant by using our Eligibility Checker at https://www.west-
norfolk.gov.uk/covid19grant 

  
Norfolk Day – 27 July 2020 

While Norfolk Day is going to be a broadly virtual event this year, we are all being 
encouraged to raise a toast at 2pm.  The organisers of this county day hope: 
  
“you can join in with one moment during the day – our Toast to Norfolk – at 2pm.  We’ve 
been lucky enough to have Stephen Fry record a toast to the county which we will be 
broadcasting at 1400 sharing this on Twitter @BBCNorfolk.  We hope you might be able to 
join in along with others around the county by posting your own “Cheers Norfolk” images 
or film with the hashtag #CheersNorfolk #NorfolkDay.  We hope this will be a moment of 
collective celebration for Norfolk, an uplifting moment at such a difficult time for many and 
something to get our county noticed.”  
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We will be posting content on our Love West Norfolk, Visit West Norfolk and Borough 
Council social media channels. We are also hoping to have video clips from the Mayor, and 
others within the council, saying why they think Norfolk and specifically West Norfolk is so 
great. Please share your thoughts and photos on social media with the hashtags above. 
  
Play areas 

It is hoped that we will start to open play areas across west Norfolk from Monday.  The 
approach we have taken across the borough is to undertake an assessment of each play 
area, and then categorise them based on frequency of use.  We will be opening the most 
highly-used areas first, and then work our way through the 80+ sites.  Initially this means 
that Lynnsport, Esplanade (Hunstanton), Howdale and Memorial (Downham Market) will be 
the first to open, followed by urban areas of King’s Lynn.  The ‘Find My Nearest’ facility on 
the website will enable people to see which council-run play areas are open. 
  
Before the initial opening of each play area, we will ensure that normal safety checks have 
taken place and we will be undertaking cleaning of each piece of equipment, before 
applying an anti-bacterial coating. 
  
Signs have been produced encouraging people to ensure their children wash or sanitise 
their hands before and after using equipment and that they do not eat or drink while using 
the equipment.  Other suggestions include limiting time on pieces of equipment, and not 
overcrowding play areas.  Despite seeking further clarity, the guidance from Government 
remains unclear.  However, we feel that it is important to open up the play areas with the 
summer holidays approaching. 
  
The full Government guidance on play areas is available here : 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-managing-
playgrounds-and-outdoor-gyms/covid-19-guidance-for-managing-playgrounds-and-outdoor-
gyms 
  
Where to find the latest information and guidance  
 

• Latest information on coronavirus: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 
• NHS information on coronavirus: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 
• Coronavirus communication materials: 

https://coronavirusresources.phe.gov.uk/ 
• FAQ from the Cabinet Office: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-you-can-
and-cant-do/coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-you-can-and-cant-do 

• Coronavirus cases data: 
https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/ 

• Public Health England’s guidance about coronavirus (COVID-19) for health professionals 
and other organisations: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/coronavirus-covid-
19-list-of-guidance 

• PPE guidance hub: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-
personal-protective-equipment-ppe 
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• The latest travel advice can be found here:  https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-advice-
novel-coronavirus 

• Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government Twitter:  
https://twitter.com/mhclg 
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