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PARISH OF SNETTISHAM 
 

MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
 

8TH MAY, 2019 IN THE MEMORIAL HALL 

 
Chair – Cllr Ros Pugh [RP] (Chairman, Snettisham Parish Council) 
Taking minutes – Simon Bower (Clerk, SPC) 
 
Also present approximately 35 Members of the Public  
 
Clerk noted that this was not a PC meeting, and that only electors of Snettisham could ask 
questions. The Chairman then welcomed those present. 
 
The meeting began at 7.01 pm 
 
1 An apology for absence was received from County Cllr Stuart Dark. 
2 The minutes of the previous meeting (16th May, 2018) were available for those 

present1. There being no objections, the Chairman signed these as a true record. 
3 Parish Council Report – The Chairman read from prepared notes - attached2. 
4 Reports from Groups etc: 

a. Borough Council: Cllr Ian Devereux [ID] reported that he was the Cabinet Member 
for the Environment: “I am your bin man”. There had been issues with the falling 
quality of recycled material, and monitoring of bin contents had caused upset – a 
“more sympathetic” approach was being adopted. As Chair of the Wash East Coast 
Management Strategy he commented on the Beach recycling (20,000 m3 of sand 
being moved) which protected the shingle ridge, without which the flood risk reached 
beyond the A149. The Community Interest Company led by Mike McDonnell had 
raised about 42% of the funding needed so far. In 5-7 years’ time, there may be 
need for major works, including pumping sand from offshore, costing £1-2m. As a 
member of the local RFFC (Coastal and Tidal Influence Member) he is involved in a 
75-year plan dealing with the future of the Fens; a one metre rise in sea level is 
expected in 50, or even 30, years. He had attended 38 of the graveside 
commemorations in the Snett45 project, and commented on its success. On Council 
tax, he noted that the Borough’s Band D cost (£72p.a. excluding the Internal 
Drainage Board levy of £54) was one of the lowest in the country, and they were 
working to maintain this while planning for now and the future. 

b. Memorial Hall: written report – attached – read by the Clerk. 
c. W.I.: written report – attached – read by Janet Lane. She added comments about a 

book she had read referring to the W.I. taking rubbish from the Village to the 

 
1 Draft minutes had been on-line since the time of this meeting. 
2 Where notes are attached, they may not have been read exactly as written; substantive additions are noted 

in the main body of the minutes. 
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Common, the Keep Britain Tidy campaign of the 50s and 60s, and wishing to 
encourage new members. 

d. TORC Newsletter: written report – attached – read by Janet Lane. 
e. Heacham Group Practice: written report – attached – read by Janet Lane. Clerk 

noted that he had heard the surgery would be increasing its hours in the near future. 
f. Classical Music Rocks: Peter Barker reported that CMR had been founded in 2016 

to deliver top quality live classical music in schools. It was heavily focused on 
Snettisham (and Heacham) having received much support from the schools there – 9 
of the 80 or so events in the last two years had been in the Village. It had been 
gratifying to see 70+ children at St Mary’s enjoying “difficult” music, and with an 
impressive level of engagement. [RP added that it had been “awesome”]. Leaflets 
were available. 

g. Common Volunteers: Diane Westwood-Rowland noted a visit by Helen from 
Norfolk Wildlife Trust (who was currently revising the Management Plan she had 
originally prepared). Of local commons, “ours is the best” and had been nominated 
for an award. A meeting is being held on 25th September, and work will begin again 
in October, in Diane’s limited time off. There is a need for more volunteers; though 
the work is repetitive, keeping trees from encroaching on the heather is vital; it is a 
rare habitat. Biodiversity is increasing; there may be a glow-worm vigil in June. 

h. Gardening Club: written report – attached – read by Addie Thompson. 
i. Snettisham Village Events Committee: written report – attached - read by the 

Clerk. 
j. Townlands: written report – attached – read by the Clerk. 
k. As other reports - attached - were included in a pack available to all present, they 

were not read out. The Clerk noted he had been asked specifically to draw attention 
to the proposed work at the Church, and the Sailing Club Open Day. 

i. Friends of St Mary’s 
ii. Allotments 

iii. Bowls Club 
iv. Halls Foundation 
v. Sailing Club  

The Clerk commented on the impressive number of varied and active groups within the 
Village. 
5 Questions from the floor: 

Gerry Byrne: commented on a job description for a Sports Facility Manager stating the 
PC would be employer. Clerk noted he had seen this, but it was not a PC document. 
Gerry further asked about potential conflicts of interest on the new Council; Clerk had 
been taking advice, this having been requested. 
Cynthia Groom: referred to dog mess, specifically in Canada Close. RP referred to this 
being the most common complaint to councils country-wide; the Borough Council had 
been helpful and the utmost was being done. ID added that there were moves to 
appoint a dog warden in the Borough, and the Marine Partnership were looking at 
improving best practice in this area. Monitoring is the difficulty, but report to the Parish 
or Borough (online form). 
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Carol Mardon: asked on progress on Townlands and the need to “get on with it”; RP 
commented that much hard work had been done. 
Heather Blackburn: could photos of new Council be added to the TORC; TORC team 
to consider. 
George Deverick: gave an informal report from the Scouts: these were exciting times, 
with the raised brick base of the new hut being complete. The kit building was arriving 
and would be built by the end of the summer. The increase in numbers of youngsters 
was highlighting the need for more volunteers. Money had been raised for the materials 
but there was more difficulty raising the funding for construction. The support of the 50 
Villagers who took part in the lottery was invaluable. 
Avril Almey: questioned the independence of the TORC from the Parish Council if the 
Clerk was paid while engaged as representative. Clerk explained involvement was 
minimal, mainly limited to that required for administration of finance, printing and PC 
section in the Newsletter. 

 
 
The meeting ended at 7.58, after which refreshments were served by the W.I.  






























